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INTRODUCTION 


At a meeting of the Salem East India Marine So- 
ciety held in the East India Marine Hall building, 
October 4th, 1899—being the Centennial Anniversary 
of said Society, it was voted unanimously to print a new 
corrected edition of the By-Laws, Act of Incorporation, 
list of members, ete., the last edition having become 
imperfect on account of additional membership and de- 
cease of members. ‘The Secretary was authorized to 
revise and correct the edition of 1870, up to the present 
time; adding the Report of the Committee prepared 
for the one hundredth anniversary of the Society, and 
read at this meeting. Also a paper prepared by Mr. 
John Robinson, an honorary member of the East India 
Marine Society, in regard to the development of the 
museum. | 

In accordance with the above vote the following is re- 
spectfully submitted. 


Tue Satem East Inpra Marine Society is com- 
posed of persons who have actually navigated the seas 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope or Cape Horn, as mas- 
ters or supercargoes of vessels belonging to Salem. It 
was founded in October, 1799, afid obtained an act of 
incorporation in 1801. Four hundred members have 
been admitted since its formation. The Society at pres- 
ent numbers twenty-one living members. 
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The chief objects of the Institution, as stated in the 
Preamble to the Act of Incorporation, is that of “afford- 
ing relief to disabled seamen, and to the indigent widows 
and families of deceased members and others, and of 
promoting a knowledge of navigation and trade to the 
East Indies.” 

In the furtherance of these objects a vast deal has 
been accomplished by the Society. No trifling amount 
of money has been expended for benevolent purposes, 
and the world-renowned East India Museum, now in the 
care of the Peabody Academy of Science, will long 
testify to the patience and fidelity of the members of 
the Society, who, with laudable pride, have personally 
made most of the contributions. 

Since the Museum passed into the care of the Peabody 
Academy of Science, the chief object of the Society has 
been benevolence, and with the income from its funds 
it now renders invaluable assistance to its unfortunate 
members and their families, and, established on this 
basis, though it may never actively be engaged as a 
promoter of science, yet it cannot fail, under proper 
management, to be a blessing to the poor, “whom ye 
have always with you.” 


SaLem, October, 1899. 


ACT OF INCORPORATION 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and one. 


Nats Crue 


To incorporate Brenzsamin Hopees and others mto a 
Society by the name of Tur Satem East Inpia 
Marine Society. 


“Wuereas, Benjamin Hodges and others, have peti- 
tioned to be incorporated for the laudable purpose of 
affording relief to disabled Seamen, and to the indigent 
_ Widows and Families of deceased Members and others; 
and of promoting a knowledge of navigation and trade 
to the East Indies: 


Sect. 1. Be zt enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in the General Court assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, That Benjamin Hodges, Ben- 
jamin Carpenter, John Osgood, and Jacob Crownin- 
shield, together with all others who now are, or hereafter 
may be associated with them, be, and they hereby are, 
constituted a body politic and corporate forever, by the 
name of THe Satem East Inpra Martine Society, 
and by that name may sue and be sued, plead and be 
impleaded, answer and be answered unto, defend and 
be defended, in all Courts and places whatsoever, in all 
actions, real, personal and mixed; and the said Corpora- 
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tion shall have full power and authority to make, have 
and use a Common Seal, and the same to break, alter, 
and renew at pleasure, and shall have and enjoy all the 
privileges and powers incident to a Corporation. 


Secor. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Cor- 
poration be, and the same is hereby made capable in 
law, of having and holding, by gift, grant, device, or 
otherwise, any Estate, real or personal, Provided, the 
same shall not exceed forty thousand dollars in value. 


Srot. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said Cor- 
poration may annually, or at.any special meeting, called 
for the purpose, elect all such officers, and make, estab- 
lish, and put in execution, such by-laws, rules and regu- 
lations, as to calling future meetings, the election and 
admissions of members, and the government thereof, as 
they shall judge to be necessary; Provided, that the 
same shall in no respect be repugnant to the laws and 
constitution of this Commonwealth. 


Srot. 4. And be rt further enacted, That the afore- 
named Benjamin Hodges, Benjamin Carpenter, and 
John Osgood, or any two of them, be, and they hereby 
are, authorized, by a notification, under their hands, 
published in the Salem Gazette, three weeks succes- 
sively, to call a meeting of the members of said Society, 
to be holden at any suitable place in said Salem. 


Snot. 5. Provided, nevertheless, that the said So- 
ciety shall neither directly nor indirectly, deal or trade 
in buying or selling any goods, wares or merchandise, 
or commodities whatsoever; Provided also, no person 
shall be eligible as a member of said Society, unless 
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such as have actually navigated the seas near the Cape 
of Good Hope, or Cape Horn. 


In the House of Representatives, March 2, 1801. 


This bill, having had three several readings, passed 


to be enacted. HEDWARD H. ROBBINS, Speaker. 


In the Senate, March 3, 1801. 


This bill, having had two several readings, passed to be 
enacted. SAMUEL PHILLIPS, President. 


March 8, 1801. By the Governor approved: 
CALEB STRONG. 


BY-LAWS 





We, the subscribers, being fully convinced that ad- 
vantages would result from a friendly association of 
such persons as have or shall navigate in the Seas near 
or beyond the Cape of Good Hope or Cape Horn, either 
as Masters or Commanders of Ships, or as Factors or 
Supereargoes, have formed ourselves into a Society by 
the name of the SALEM EAST INDIA MARINE 
SOCIETY, and do hereby agree to the following: 


ARTICLES. 


Art. 1. Any person shall be eligible as a member of 
this Society, who shall have actually navigated the Seas 
near the Cape of Good Hope or Cape Horn, either as 
Master or Commander, or, being of the age of twenty- 
one years, as Factor or Supercargo of any vessel belong- 
' Ing to Salem, or if resident in Salem, of any vessel be- 
longing to any Port in the United States. 


Art. 2. Any person shall be eligible as an Honorary 
member of the Society, who shall have contributed not 
less than One Hundred Dollars to the funds of the So- 
ciety. Honorary Members shall be entitled to the same 
privileges of the Museum (Peabody Academy of Sci- 
ence), as are possessed by the regular members, but 
shall not be entitled to be present or vote at the meetings 
of the Society, or be recipients of their charities. They 
shall be elected in the same manner and under the same 
conditions as are prescribed for the election of regular 
members in the Article following this. 
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Arr. 3, The election of members shall be by ballot, 
and the votes of three-fourths of the members present 
shall be necessary to admission, and no vote on the ad- 
mission of a candidate shall be taken at the same meet- 
ing at which he is proposed, unless for sufficient reasons 
the President and a majority of the Committee of Ob- 
servation shall direct it. 


Art. 4. The Society shall have a President, a Com- 
mittee of Observation, consisting of three members, a 
Treasurer, and a Secretary, to be chosen by ballot an- 
nually on the first Wednesday in January, and in case 
a vacancy shall take place in either of the said offices, 
by death or otherwise, the Society at its next stated 
meeting shall fill the same for the residue of the year. 
There shall also be a Distributing Committee, consist- 
ing of three members, of which the Treasurer shall be 
one. They shall be nominated by the President and 
elected for two years; the senior member of the other 
two shall retire each year, but ot be thereby disquali- 
fied for re-election. 


Art. 5. The President shall preside at all meetings, 
and receive and sign all communications, and direct the 
execution of all orders of the Society. 


Art. 6. The Committee of Observation, by and with 
the advice of the President, shall have a general super- 
vision of the affairs of the Society, inspect its records, 
and have the care of the investment of its funds. Also 
that the Treasurer shall have full power to sell, buy 
or transfer any bonds, stocks or other investments of 
the Society, the same subject to the approval of the 
President and a majority of the Committee of Obser- 
vation. 
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In the absence of the President the senior member 
of the Committee, who may be present shall preside, or 
a moderator be chosen. 


Art. 7. The Treasurer shall keep a true and full 
account of all moneys received and paid on account of 
the Society, and shall, at the annual meeting in Janu- 
ary, submit a statement of the Funds of the Society, and 
his accounts previously examined by the Committee of 
Observation and countersigned by the President. He 
shall give Bonds to the satisfaction of the President and 
Committee of Observation. 


Art. 8. The Secretary shall notify the members of 
each meeting of the Society, by printed notice, at least 
three days previous to the time fixed for the meeting. 


He shall keep a record of all doings of the Society at 
every meeting, shall notify all members chosen as Off- 
cers, or on Committees, and when persons are admitted 
as members, shall give them notice of such admission, 
and when they have signed the Books, shall give them 
a copy of the Act of Incorporation, By-Laws, Names of 


Members, &e. 


Art. 9. The Distributing Committee shall have the 
care of the disbursement, for benevolent purposes, of 
such income from the Funds of the Society as they may 
deem expedient, but in no case shall the net annual in- 
come be exceeded for such purposes. 


Art. 10. Each member, at his admission, shall pay 
to the Treasurer the sum of twenty-five dollars, and such 
admission fee shall be added to the fund of the Society, 
and shall not be devoted to benevolent purposes. 
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Art. 11. The Society shall meet four times in a 
year, namely: on the first Wednesday in January, April, 
July and October. 


Art. 12. The presence of at least five members 
shall be required to constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of business. 


Art. 13. The Funds of the Society shall be invested 

under the direction of the President and Committee of 
Observation, in the stock of some Incorporated Com- 
panies, or in the Public Funds, or let at interest on 
Bond or Mortgage of Real Estate, or in such other safe 
securities as the President and committee may deem 
best. 


Art. 14. Any member, or the widow or children of 
any member, who may be in want of assistance, shall 
apply to the Distributing Committee, who may, if they 
think proper, and with the advice of the President, 
assist such person with any funds they may have de- 
voted to such purpose. 

But no member shall be entitled to any relief from 
the Society, until he has been a member for the term of 
five years. If any member dies within five years from 
the time of signing the books of the Society, his admis- 
sion fees shall be refunded to his widow and children if 
demanded, but if they do not demand it, they shall be 
entitled to all proper assistance from the Society after 
the expiration of the five years. No child of over six- 
teen years of age, shall receive assistance on account of 
his or her father having been a member, unless they re- 
quire it from incapacity or ill health. No expelled 
member nor one who voluntarily left the Society, shall 
be entitled to assistance. 
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Art. 15. Any member who shall be guilty of any 
notorious crime, or given to excessive drinking, shall be 
liable to be expelled from the Society, by the votes of 
three-fourths of the members present, at any quarterly 
meeting. But no expulsion shall take place at the same 
meeting at which it is proposed, nor until the member 
complained of shall be notified of the same, by written 
notification signed by the Secretary at least one month 
previous to the vote being taken. 


Art. 16. To prevent injuries from unfounded 
charges of misconduct in foreign voyages, the society 
shall, on application of any member who may conceive 
himself thus charged, institute an inquiry by a special 
committee of five persons, to be chosen by ballot, who 
shall report the result thereof; and if two-thirds of 
the members present are of opinion that the charges are 
unfounded, the person applying shall be entitled to a 
certificate of the same, signed by the President, and 
countersigned by the Secretary. 


Art. 17. Politics shall not on any occasion be in- 
troduced into the society. 


Art. 18. No new By-Law shall be added, nor shall 
any By-Law be repealed, until it shall have been re- 
ported upon at one of the stated meetings by a committee 
chosen at some previous meeting; and every member 
shall have written on his notification for the meeting, 
that such change is proposed. 


Art. 19. The Secretary shall call special meetings 
of the Society, whenever, in the opinion of the Presi- 
dent, the business of the Society may require it, or 
upon written application of not less than five members. 


AGREEMENT WITH TRUSTEES OF 
PEABODY ACADEMY OF SCIENCE 


This agreement made this sixth day of April, A. D. 
1867, by and between the Salem East India Marine 
Society, a Corporation duly established by law at Sa- 
lem, in the County of Essex, of the first part, and Fran- 
cis Peabody, Asa Gray, Wilham C. Endicott, Otheriel 
C. Morse, George Peabody Russell, Henry Wheatland, 
Abner C. Goodell, Jr., James R. Nichols, and Henry 
C. Perkins, Trustees as hereinafter named, of the second 
part, witnesseth, That, whereas the said parties of the 
second part have been appointed Trustees under a cer- 
tain instrument of trust from George Peabody, Esquire, 
dated February 26th, A. D., 1867, for the objects and 
purposes therein named, among which objects named is 
the purchase of the East India Marine Hall in Salem, 
and the depositing therein with the consent of the par- 
ties of the first part as a trust forever, the collections 
and Museum of said East India Marine Society; and 
whereas the said Trustees have this day received a deed 
of said Hall and the land under and around the same, 
from the East India Marine Hall Corporation, a Cor- 
poration duly established by law at Salem aforesaid,— 
the party of the first part assenting to the said convey- 
ance, and cancelling a lease of said Hall, held by them 
and recorded with the Essex deeds, Book 236, leaf 244; 
and whereas the said Society did, on December 27th, 
A. D., 1866, make an agreement in regard to the care 
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and deposit of their collections and museum now in said 
Hall, which agreement was made in view of the afore- 
said donation of George Peabody, Esquire, to said 
Trustees ; and whereas it is now proposed to deposit said 
collection and museum with said Trustees by this agree- 
ment; and whereas said Trustees intend to alter said 
Hall, erect other buildings, add to said collections, and 
rearrange and combine the whole together :— 

Now, therefore, it is agreed by the parties hereto, in 
consideration of the foregoing, and of the mutual agree- 
ments and undertakings herein recited, that the museum 
and collections of said Society, now in said Hall, shall 
be deposited with the said Trustees, to be kept by them 
and their successors as a permanent deposit upon the 
trust and confidence that the same shall be kept in said 
Hall by said Trustees, or in a building equally as good 
and properly cared for and arranged, as the deposit of 
said Society, giving to the same equal care and protec- 
tion bestowed upon other collections which the said 
Trustees will place, or cause to be placed, in said Hall, 
from the Essex Institute or other sources. And it is 
further agreed, that all articles in said collection of an 
archeological or ethnological character, and such arti- 
cles as have reference to the history of said Society, 
shall be arranged in cases upon the eastern side of the 
Hall if practicable, and with the same shall be incor- 
porated articles of a similar description, belonging to 
the Essex Institute, or other collections; and all articles 
relating to the natural sciences shall be deposited with 
the general collection in said Hall, in their respective 
departments; and all articles belonging to the collection 
of said Society, shall be labelled and catalogued as the 
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deposit of said Society; and in case any articles of said 
deposit shall become duplicates by the union of said 
collection with other collections, then the same may be 
exchanged. All specimens received in exchange, there- 
fore, shall be labelled and catalogued as aforesaid; and 
any articles which cannot be arranged under the de- 
partments heretofore named, or are unsuitable, or can- 
not be retained in the present Hall for want of room, 
or without injury to the arrangement, may be deposited 
in a lecture room which the Trustees propose to build, 
or in Plummer Hall, or be held at the disposal of the 
Society. 

And it is further agreed, that, upon the rearrange- 
ment of the collections and the completion of the mu- 
seum, as the Trustees propose, that the members of the 
East India Marine Society shall have the same right to 
visit, and to induce their friends to visit the same, 
which they now have to their own museum; and in the 
event that the said Trustees shall require an admission 
fee to view the same, then the said Society shall receive 
such proportion of said admission fee as may be agreed 
upon by the parties hereto. 


And it is further agreed, that the said Trustees shall 
furnish suitable rooms and accommodations free of 
charge, for all business meetings of the officers and mem- 
bers of the said Society, during the existence of said 
Society. 

And it is further agreed, that if any difference of 
opinion shall arise between the parties hereto in carry- 
ing out the provisions of this agreement, and the par- 
ties hereto are unable to agree, the same shall be left 


16 


to the decision of three disinterested persons, whose de- 
cision in the premises shall be final. 

And the parties hereto of the first and second part, 
above recited, for themselves and their successors, bind 
themselves and their successors to each and all of the 
agreements and undertakings herein set forth. 

In witness whereof the said Trustees and the said 
East India Marine Society, by the hands of Charles 
Mansfield and Charles D. Mugtord, thereto duly author- 
ized, empowered by a vote of said Society, a copy of 
which is annexed hereto, have hereunto set their hands 
and affixed their seals, this sixth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-seven. 


Sioned, 


Witness to signing and seal- OC. D. Mugford, 
ing of C. D. Mugford and Chas. Mansfield, 


Chas. Mansfield, Francis Peabody, 
George Wheatland, Asa Gray, 
G. D. Phippen, Wm. C. Endicott, 
B. W. Russell. O. C. Marsh, 
Geo. Peabody Russell, 
Henry Wheatland, 


Abner C. Goodell, Jr. 
Hs COM Perkincs 
Jas. R. Nichols. 


CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 
PROCEEDINGS 


_ At a meeting of the Salem East India Marine Society 
held on July 5, 1899, is was voted, That Capt. J. Clif- 
ford Entwisle, Capt. Nathan H. Millett, Capt. George 
E. Lord, be a committee to carry into effect the celebra- 
tion of the approaching Centennial Anniversary of the 
Society, authorizing them to collect such data as can be 
obtained in relation to the history of the charter mem- 
bers and also of other early members of the Society, 
together with names of ships belonging to Salem, their 
commanders, destination and return, and any incidents 
relative to them of which any record can be found. 

To be embodied in a report and be made to the So- 
ciety at the next October meeting, this being the Centen- 
nial of the Society. 


Quarterly meeting of the Salem East India Marine 
Society, this being the Centennial Anniversary of the 
Society, was held in the lecture room, East India Ma- 
rine Hall building, on October 4, 1899, at 4 Pp. M. 
President William H. Jelly in the chair. Thirteen 
members present. first business after reading the 
records of the last meeting was to hear the report of 
the committee appointed on the Celebration. 


Said report was read by the Chairman, Captain J. 
Clifford Entwisle, as follows :— 


REPORT 


Mr. President and Brethren of the East India Marine 
Society: | 
We meet together today on the one hundredth anni- 

versary of the founding of this Society, and as it has 
been deemed proper to take some notice of this event, 
your committee, appointed at the meeting in July, have 
collected a few details relating to those men who were 
instrumental in its foundation. 

At the close of the Revolutionary war the acknowl- 
edgment of the Independence of the United States, a 
new field for commerce was opened. 

In the colonial days commerce had been much re- 
stricted by the British government, but yet there had 
been considerable trade to some European ports, and 
to the West India islands, together with a (for the time) 
large coastwise trade, but all of it in small vessels. 

The fishing business was also carried on to quite a 
large extent. 

Although Salem at that time had quite a small popu- 
lation, it had bred a hardy race of seamen, who had 
gathered a good business experience in their various 
trading voyages. 

Immediately after the peace of 1783, the enterprising 
business men of the town took advantage of the oppor- 
tunity for a larger foreign trade. Ships were built and 
fitted out for voyages to the Indies and to the western 
coasts of America. 
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In the course of a few years, many of these voyages 
has been made, and presumably the captains and super- 
cargoes had conceived and debated the matter of form- 
ing a new Marine Society to be composed of such cap- 
tains and supercargoes as had sailed the waters near 
Cape Horn or the Cape of Good Hope, which finally 
evolved in the formation of the East India Marine So- 
ciety, which held its first meeting for organization and 
election of officers on October Ist, 1799. At that meet- 
ing Capt. Benjamin Hodges was chosen president; 
Capt. Jacob Crowninshield was chosen treasurer ; Capt. 
Jonathan Hodges was chosen secretary; Capt. Ichabod 
Nichols, Capt. Jonathan Lambert, Capt. Benjamin Car- 
penter, committee of observation. 

This first meeting was held at the tavern of Benja- 
min Webb. ‘There were thirty-one members of the So- 
ciety at that time. 

The object of the Society was :— 

First.—To assist the widows and children of deceased 
members who may need it, from the income of funds 
obtained from fees of admission and annual assessments. 

Second.—To collect such facts and observations as 
tend to the improvement and security of navigation. 
For this purpose every member bound to sea is author- 
ized to receive from the Society a blank journal-in which 
he is to insert all things worthy of notice which occur 
on his voyage, and upon his return it is to be deposited 
with the Society. 

Third.—To form a Museum of natural and artificial 
curiosities, particularly such as are to be found beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Horn. . 

At the second meeting, Nov. 6, 1799, it was voted 
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that Capt. Benjamin Crowninshield, Jonathan Mason, 
Jr., and Benjamin Carpenter be a committee to list and 
arrange the articles in the cabinet, and to note by whom 
deposited. 

A special meeting was held December 27th, 1799, to 
choose a committee of three to join the committee of 
the Masonic and Military Societies, to consult and make 
arrangements for noticing the death of that great and 
good man, George Washington, in a proper manner. 

January Ist, 1800, it was voted to petition the Gen- 
eral Court for an act of Incorporation. 

March 3d, 1801, the Society received the Act of In- 
corporation, granted by the General Court, and ap- 
proved by the Governor. 

In the early days of the Society it was customary to 
have a dinner annually in January, and sometimes 
oftener, always with invited guests. 

November 7th, 1804, the Society marched in proces- 
sion, preceded by a guard from the Salem Cadets, 
through the principal streets and back to their hall 
where they dined. About a dozen of the merchants and 
notable gentlemen were present as guests. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 6th, 1805, the Society paraded 
and marched through the principal streets escorted by 
Major John Saunders’ Company of Light Infantry. 

November 5th, 1806, the Society with invited guests 
paraded under escort of a division of the Salem Artil- 
lery under command of Lieut. Russell, and marched 
through the principal streets to the hall, where they 
partook of an elegant entertainment provided by Mr. 
Christopher Osgood. 

It is very probable that some of the famous East In- 
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dia Madeira wine was furnished at these banquets—for 
it was customary at that day for their ships bound to 
India to call at the island of Madeira and take on board 
a number of casks of it, and carry them the voyage 
around to Salem, to ripen and improve. 

For a long series of years after this importation was 
discontinued, small lots of this wine (?) were periodi- 
cally put up at auction, in dusty and cobweb covered 
bottles, by a famous old caterer. 

In 1817, it was voted that the president of this So- 
ciety be requested to wait upon the President of the 
United States, and inthe name of the Society invite 
him with his suite to visit the Museum. And to extend 
a similar invitation to the Governor of the Common- 
-wealth. 

In October, 1813, at a special meeting, probably 
owing to the hard times caused by the long embargo and 
the war with England, it was voted by a vote of thirty- 
nine (39) against five (5) that a dinner should not be 
provided at the approaching anniversary. 

At a special meeting, August 17, 1813, the secretary 
read a letter from Mr. William Treadwell, secretary of 
the committee of arrangements, for the funeral of Capt. 
Lawrence and Lieut. Ludlow of the Frigate Chesapeake. 

The question, shall this society attend the funeral 
was decided in the affirmative. Yeas, 32; Nays, 19. 

Much more of interest could be gathered from the 
records, but we have confined ourselves to the matters 
in which the earliest members were partakers. 

Of the founders of this Society we find the names of 
most of them as captains of ships to East Indian ports, 
and among them of Capt. James Devereux, who, being 
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at Batavia in June, 1799, in command of ship Frank- 
lin, was chartered by the Dutch East India Company, 
they, owing to the wars in Europe, having no ship for 
their yearly voyages to Japan; to take a cargo to, and 
return from there with cargo to Batavia. He left Ba- 
tavia June 17, 1799, and arrived back December 18 of 
the same year. The charter party is quite a long docu- 
ment, giving specified directions as to strictly obeying all 
the rules presented by the Japanese, with cautions re- 
garding the danger of not so doing. The amount of 
sugar, pepper and other produce, in which he was to be 
paid for his voyage, appears to have been enough to 
have made a complete cargo for his ship. This was 
the first American ship to enter Japanese waters. 

Another voyage to Japan was made by the ship Mar- 
garet, Capt. Samuel G. Derby, in the year 1801. This 
ship was chartered by the Dutch East India Company, 
of Bavaria, on the same conditions as those with the 
“Frankhn,” and made the voyage to Japan and back 
to Batavia in about five months. 

Thus the honor belongs to this Society of having 
two of its members in command of the first American 
ships to enter Japanese ports. 

The journals kept by some of these captains are very 
interesting, containing directions for navigating in 
those, then distant seas, descriptions of the various ports 
visited, with the manners and customs of trade, quota- 
tions of current prices of outward and homeward ear- 
goes, in addition to the usual seaman’s log. 

It was not unusual for their friends to give them a 
parting salute, for on Sunday, March 11th, 1792, the 
“Grand Turk,” Capt. Benjamin Hodges, sailed from 
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Salem, and on passing the old fort, were greeted with 
three cheers from a great number of their friends who 
had assembled there, and which all on board heartily 
returned. 

On May 15th of the same year, Capt. Benjamin Car- 
penter sailed from Boston for Calcutta in the ship 
“Hercules,” which must have been a good sized vessel, 
for on a fly-leaf of his journal is a list of all on board, 
thirty-nine in number. 

He notes sailing on the above date ‘‘accompanied by 
the owner of the ship and several of his friends, at two 
o’clock had a cold collation (which was previously pro- 
vided for the occasion), after which we spent the after- 
noon very agreeably, and at six, the owner and his 
friends left us, after giving the usual salute of three 
huzzas, which we returned, abreast of the Light House.” 

Capt. Carpenter’s journal also gives an interesting 
account of his call at the island of Teneriffe, where he 
purchased forty-two pipes of wine, to add to his out- 
ward cargo. He was very hospitably entertained by the 
Merchants of the place, but still he had an eye open 
for business, for he quoted prices of all kinds of Ameri- 
can produce, and also the price of wine, both for India 
and New York. 

Many pages of his journal are filled with directions 
for trade at the various ports from Madeira to and in 
the East Indies. 

Many extracts from these old journals might be given, 
but we cannot forbear giving one or two quotations. 

One of our captains gives us the manner and the re- 
sult of his attempt to distil fresh from salt water. He 
succeeded very well, obtaining good fresh water. 
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That there was some sentiment and philosophy among 
these men, we quote again :— 

August 31st, “At anchor near Johore, found one dol- 
lar in the mouth of a bag, above the string; which I 
knew of a certainty contained one thousand dollars— 
which induced me to count it, and found fifteen dollars 
deficient. JI do not judge any man, but wish the per- 
son who took it would reflect seriously on the conse- 
quences of indulging in small vices, and determine to 
reform in the whole of his conduct, remembering the 
lines of the best English poet, which I here insert: 


‘There is a monster of so frightful mien 

As to be hated, needs but to be seen. 

Yet sin too oft, familiar with her face 

We first endure, then pity, then embrace.’ ” 

Again: 

“Spoke Ship Philip Stevens of Liverpool, James 
Bowie, Master, from old Calabar with a cargo of those 
(unhappy fellow animals) whose happiness is sacri- 
ficed to satisfy the ambition of avaricious men who are 
proud of living under the lhght of Christianity. 
and more especially of Philosophy, the doctrines and 
principles of both, being diametrically opposite to the 
abominable and infamous sin—is damnable; it is cer- 
tainly this, of making slaves of our own species. 

The Captain came on board, he appeared to be one 
of those stupid brutes of men, who never thought or 
knew whether he was on a right or wrong line. His 
constitution appears to be in that state the cussed trade 
subjects those to who follow it. In short, he appeared 
to be a stupid decrepit devil.” Coming to mundane 
affairs again—he says—‘‘We got about eighty yams 
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from him, which are very agreeable to us, as our bread 
is intolerable.” 

The first president of the Society was Captain Benja- 
min Hodges—who served from 1799 to 1806. 

It is written of him. “The education of Capt. 
Hodges was in the habits of his ancestors, for the sea 
service, and he soon attracted that notice which gave him 
the command of the “Grand Turk” so well known in 
the first history of the enterprising commercial spirit 
of Salem. He was of fine person, commanding aspect 
and dignified manners. 

His success soon provided him the means of remain- 
ing at home with his family, but he still continued in 
mercantile life. He was chosen as one of the Overseers 
of the Poor, and was chosen as the head of other So- 
cleties. Appeals were frequently made to his judgment 
in mercantile and private concerns—and no dissension 
in church or state rendered his benevolence questionable. 

‘He died at Salem, April 13th, 1806, and the writer of 
the above notice says his death is universally considered 
a public loss, and his memory will be dear to all that 
knew him. 

Following were: 

Capt. Benjamin Carpenter from 1806 to 1808, and 
again in 1811 and 1812. 

He was born at Newport, R. I., removing in early 
life to Massachusetts, where he followed the sea for 
the principal part of thirty years, with the character of 
an intelligent, generous and active man. 

He commanded the first cartel sent to England in the 
Revolutionary War, with captive British officers, which 
for a time puzzled the government there, whether to 


26 


condemn the vessel, send her commander to Newgate 
as a rebel, or to purchase his ship. They preferred the 
latter, and thus avoided the nice question of indepen- 
dence. 

He is believed to be the first who carried the thirteen 
stripes round the Cape of Good Hope after the peace 
of 17838, and exhibited them on his return at the island . 
of St. Helena. | 

Wherever Capt. Carpenter went, he bore about him 
the pride of country. He felt like an American, judged 
like a man of sense, and acted like an honest one. 

A deep and aggravated domestic loss (his only son 
was left to perish on a wreck at sea) broke down a 
strong constitution and sowed the seeds of disease. He 
died at Cambridge in the seventy-second year of his 
age, leaving behind him a pleasant and unstained 
memory. 

Ichabod Nichols, a distinguished shipmaster and mer- 
chant, from 1808 to 1811. He died at Salem, July 2nd, 
1839, aged 90 years. 

Samuel G. Derby, a shipmaster and merchant, from 
S120 mLod te 

Dudley L. Pickman from 1817 to 1820. He was an 
eminent merchant for many years, and died at Salem 
in October, 1846. 

Nathaniel Bowditch from 1820 to 1823. He was 
born in Salem and received such an education as the 
common schools could give him, and at an early age 
entered a Ship Chandlery, the store where he was em- 
ployed until he reached the age of twenty-one years, 

Having by his diligence and mathematical ability 
atracted the attention of some of the prominent mer- 
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chants he was offered the situation of captain’s clerk 
of the ship Henry, Capt. Prince, on a voyage to India. 
He made four voyages with Capt. Prince, and having 
much leisure time in the long passages, employed him- 
self in his mathematical studies. After these four 
voyages he remained at home for several years engaged 
in mercantile pursuits with Capt. Prince,—later he 
bought an interest in a new ship, ‘‘Putnam” in which 
he made a voyage as captain to Sumatra for a cargo of 
pepper. After his return he gave up a seafaring life, 
and was president of an Insurance Company in Salem 
for several years, and in 1823 was chosen president of 
a Life Insurance Company in Boston, to which city he 
removed. 

Throughout his life he continued his mathematical — 
work, and received honorable distinetion from the 
learned Societies of both his own country and Europe. 

In his nautical experience he found that the tables 
in the works on navigation then in use, contained many 
errors, and on his sailing on his fourth voyage he was 
desired by Mr. Blunt, a publisher of Nautical Books, 
to revise the English work preparatory to his issuing 
a new and revised edition. 

On his return it was found that the errors were so 
many that it was concluded that Mr. Bowditch should 
edit a new book which resulted in the ‘Practical Navi- 
gator’ published in 1802 and of which the copyright 
was sold to the United States Government in 1866 and 
is still published. This work has been the handbook 
of our American Shipmasters for nearly one hundred 
years. 
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We must notice two others of the founders who be- 
came prominent in public life. 

Jacob Crowninshield, who commanded Ship Henry 
on a voyage to India, snl was the first Treasurer of 
the society. He was elected to the National House of 
Representatives from this district, and while a member 
of the House, died at Washington, April 15th, 1808, at 
the age of thirty-eight years. 

A notice of him in a newspaper of that time says, 
“The proceedings of Congress today will advise you of 
the death of Hon. Jacob Crowninshield, late, one of 
the most valuable members of the House. He was one 
of the most enlightened mercantile characters in the na- 
tional legislature. Such a man at the present moment 
the nation can but illy spare and I fear that old Massa- 
chusetts will find a difficulty in sending in his place a 
representative so practically conversant in maritime 
concerns.” 

Nathaniel Silsbee made several voyages to India, 
and on retiring from sea, was for many years engaged 
in an extensive commerce with the East Indies. He 
also held the honorable position of president of our 
state senate, and as a senator from Massachusetts to 
the national senate. He died at Salem, July 14, 1850, 
after a long and useful hfe, honored and respected by 
the community. 

It has already been mentioned that at the second 
meeting of the Society, a committee of three members 
had been appointed to list and arrange the articles in 
the cabinet, thus showing that a movement toward the 
formation of a museum had been started. 

In this connection we quote from Dr. Bentley’s Jour- 
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nal of Tuesday, October 22, 1799. “Capt. Carnes from 
Sumatra showed me various specimens of shells,—a 
large oyster shell like that given to the Historical So- 
ciety, the tooth of an elephant, a pipe with two stems, a 
petrified mushroom cap and stem, and two boxes in gold, 
with the penwork extremely nice, and’ open flowers, the 
work is of uncommonly thin plates of gold by the Ma- 
lays. 

It is proposed by the new Marine Society called the 
East India Marine Society to make a cabinet. Nov. 
7, 1799,—Mr. Carnes has presented his curiosities to 
the new East India Marine Society, and they are pro- 
viding a museum and cabinet.” 

Dr. Bentley also writes “ that this Society has been 
lately thought. Captain Gibaut first mentioned the 
plan to me this summer, and desired me to give some 
plan of articles, or a sketch.” 

The total number of articles in the catalogue up to 
the year 1821 numbered 1407. 

We find among the old documents, many letters rel- 
ative to donations to the museum, among them one 
dated Calcutta, October 8, 1802, to the President and 
Brethren of the East India Marine Society,—‘“‘Please 
accept as a donation from (here several shipmasters are 
named) a palanquin, it may gratify the curious and 
will show the method of travelling in this country.” 

In or about the year 1820 from a variety of unfa- 
vorable circumstances, the Society was in a situation 
by no means flattering. The museum itself was in a 
state of much confusion and many of the most valuable 
articles in a situation of rapid decay. ‘The zeal and 
perseverance with which our late President, Dr. Bow- 
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ditch, strove, and with so much effect to promote the 
renovation of the Cabinet, has been geleteriedl cl by 
the Society in an unanimous vote of thanks.” 

Dr. Bowditch frankly acknowledged that his en- 
deavors would have been much less successful, had not 
the Society been fortunate in obtaining the saree of 
an able and scientific man to superintend the work. 

From this time until April, 1867, the Museum was 
kept in a fair state of preservation, and was visited an- 
nually by large numbers of people, mostly strangers, for 
the fame of it had spread throughout the country. There 
were no admission fees, but passes were supplied to 
members of the Society who gave them to applicants. 

This was taken advantage of by naughty boys, who 
got their tickets under pretence of wanting to visit the 
museum and would sell them to strangers for small 
sums of money. On becoming aware of this, the com- 
mittee had all the passes stamped “Free.” This shows 
that the small boy was at the front then, as now. 

In 1867, the membership of the Society had largely 
decreased in number, and the care of the museum having 
become somewhat onerous, an arrangement was made 
with the Peabody Academy of Science, which had pur- 
chased the building containing the museum (in which 
the Society had been a stockholder) to the effect “that 
the museum and collections of said Society now in said 
hall, shall be deposited with the said trustees (of the 
Peabody Academy of Science) to be kept by them and 
their successors as a permanent deposit upon the trust 
and confidence that the same shall be kept in said hall 
by said trustees, or in a building equally as good and 
properly cared for and arranged, as the deposit of said 
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Society, giving to the same equal care and protection 
bestowed upon other collections, which the said trustees 
will place, or cause to be placed in said hall, from the 
Essex Institute or other sources.” 

It was also agreed that the said trustees shall furnish 
suitable rooms and accommodations free of charge for 
all business meetings of the officers and members of the 
said Society during the existence of said Society. 

Since then the hall has been enlarged, and with the 
additions to the collection, the museum has become one 
of the chief attractions, not only to the inhabitants of 
Salem, but to the great number of people from all sec- 
tions of our country who annually visit us. 

At the beginning, the Society had rooms for its col- 
lections in the “Stearns Building’ at the corner of 
Essex and Washington Streets; later on, they were re- 
moved to a new building built by Col. Pickman which 
stood on Essex stret, a short distance from its present 
home, on land now ord py the eastern end of the 
“Downing Block.” 

In the years 1824 and 1825, the “Hast India Marine 
Hall” (in which the Society.was a stockholder) was 
built, and upon its completion, the collections in the 
museum were removed to it, where it yet remains under 
the before mentioned eran 

We copy from the “Register” of October 17 of 1825, 
“Hast India Marine Society. This distinguished So- 
ciety celebrated their twenty-sixth Sera on Fri- 
day, the 14th inst. by a public procession and dinner, on 
the occasion of their taking possession of the hall which 
they have lately erected and fitted up in a splendid 
manner for their accommodation. This hall, over one 
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hundred feet in length and forty in breadth, is a chaste 
and beautiful specimen of architecture as our country 
can exhibit, and filled as it is by the rare and curious 
productions of nature and art from the four quarters of 
the globe, forms a cabinet unrivalled in this, and ex- 
celled by few in any country. 

On this occasion the Society was honored with the 
company of the President of the United States, John 
Quincy Adams, and many other distinguished guests. 

The society with its guests moved in procession at two 
o’clock from Hamilton Hall, under the direction of 
Richard 8. Rogers and Jonathan P. Saunders, Esgqs., 
Marshals, and escorted by a fine band of music, pro- 
ceeded through some of our principal streets to their 
new hall on Essex street. The occasion drew together 
a vast concourse of citizens as spectators, who lined 
the streets through which the procession moved, and 
who testified by repeated cheers and greetings, their 
happiness at beholding their beloved chief magistrate 
in the midst of a large number of his warmest and most 
disinterested friends. The dinner was served in a style 
of magnificence heretofore unequalled in this town.” 

Among the old documents of the Society we find the 
following: East India Marine Society, Dr. To English 
Prisoners of War, May 1814, to repairing ete., etc., the 
Constitution $12.00. 

As a model of the famous frigate Constitution, was 
presented to the Museum by Commodore Hull, in the 
preceding year, this expense may have been incurred 
for work in rigging it. 

A much longer tale might be told of the doings of this 
Society, but fearing it would wear on our hearers’ pa- 
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tience, should we continue much farther, we will leave it 
for the next centennial committee to enlarge upon. 
From the organization of the Society until the - 
present time, the total number of members enrolled has 
been four hundred. 
In 1799 the members enrolled numbered 37,—+the in- 
crease on later periods was as follows:— 


1799 to 1820 : : : : 115 
1820 to 1830 : 7 : E10 
1830 to 1840 : : : : 35 
1840 to 1850 : ; ; Le 
1850 to 1860 ; A : 12 
1860 to 1870 ; : ; : 49 
1870 to 1899 25 


Number of members now living 21. 


In 1867, the membership having largely decreased, an 
effort to increase it was made, which resulted very fa- 
vorably, but used up about all of the available material. 

Since then, owing to the loss of the East Indian 
Commerce from our city, and the complete revolution 
in the manner of conducting maritime commerce to all 
parts of the world, the accessions to our numbers have 
been very few. 

Of the three particular objects for which our Society 
was initiated, the second and third, owing to changes in 
maritime affairs have fallen into disuse. 

But we take pleasure in saying that the first object, 
that is “to assist the members of the Society and the 
widows and children of deceased members, who may 
need asistance” has from the commencement, through- 
out the years, to this day, been faithfully carried out. 
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Since the expiration of the term of Dr. Nathaniel 
Bowditch as President of this Society his successors 
have ably filled their official positions, and have been 
men who held the respect of the community. 

One hundred years have passed on, added to the list 
of centuries, and today we meet to render a tribute to 
the founders of this old Society. 

They were brave and enterprising men, having great 
cares and responsibilities thrust upon them. Entrusted 
with the charge of valuable ships and cargoes, they 
sailed for those but little known coasts of India. 

At that period their ships were comparatively small, 
not coppered, their rigging and sails having none of the 
modern appliances about them which at this day render 
the seaman’s work less laborious. The mooring cables 
were of rope, bulky and clumsy to handle, the pumps 
were of the most simple kind, made from a pine log, 
hard to work (as some of us well know). But notwith- 
standing all this, those ships were strongly built of the 
best pasture white oak and some of them were very good 
sailors. 

The seas they were to navigate had been but 
little surveyed, consequently their charts were often 
erroneous. Chronometers had not then come into gen- 
eral use. The calculations in nautical books were, as 
we have already mentioned, full of errors. 

Lighthouses and beacons were unknown on _ those 
coasts and headlands. In spite of all these handicaps 
they performed their voyages, disposing of their cargoes, 
and returned home, bringing the valuable products of 
the Indies. Oftentimes their families and friends had 
no tidings from them from their departure until their 
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return. Their voyayes were ventures, the cargoes being, 
as We say, on owner’s account, for freighting was hardly 
known, the captain or supercargo having full charge 
of the business. 

_ We, who have for many years, sailed those distant 
seas can by reason of our later experience, fully gauge 
the cares and anxieties experienced by those men, whom 
we commemorate today. One hundred years since the 
first meeting of this Society. 

A long time as measured by human life, but yet some 
of our elder brethren now present can recall the figures 
of a few, who were members at that meeting, who were 
not unfamiliar on our streets within their recollection. . 
Some of them completed nearly a half century of mem- 
bership, living until the years when ocean steamers were 
crossing the Atlantic, and traversing the eastern seas. 
Thus they bridged over the century which has passed, 
from the formation of our Society to the present day. 

In conclusion, your Committee tenders its thanks to 
Capt. John Daland and Mr. A. F. Hitchings, collector 
and deputy collector of the port, to the secretary and 
officials of the Essex Institute, and to Messrs. John. 
Robinson and G. L. Streeter for aid in procuring ma- 
terial for their report. 


Mr. John Robinson, an honorary member of the East 
India Marine Society, who had for several years been in 
charge of the museum of the Peabody Academy of Sci- 
ence, was present by invitation and made the following 
remarks in regard to the development of the museum. 

When George Peabody founded the Peabody Acade- 
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my of Science in 1867, it was with the understanding 
that the estate known as East India Marine Hall should 
be purchased and that the East India Marine Society 
and the Essex Institute should place in the hands of 
the new board of trustees, on perpetual deposit, all of 
their natural history and ethnological collections and 
all objects of a similar character which should come 
into their possession in the future. This mutual agree- 
ment was promptly and fully carried out. The Insti- 
tute contributed many objects of ethnological interest, 
but its chief contribution consisted of a general collec- 
tion of natural history, particularly rich in corals and 
mounted birds, and a remarkable collection of the ani- 
mals, plants, minerals and the pre-historic relics of 
Essex County. This last named collection has been 
greatly enlarged and now no other museum in the coun- 
try can oo a more complete collection from its imme- 
diate neighborhood than our museum. 

The East India Marine Society had’ but few 
objects of natural history and these were mostly past 
their condition for museum purposes. Its unrivalled 
ethnological collections, however, were of such a char- 
acter, and the local collections contributed by the Essex 
Institute were so extensive that they clearly indicated 
to the board of trustees of the new institution their 
duty: to enlarge the two collections in the lines of 
their development and to install them in such a way as 
to make them forever a source of study and intellectual 
enjoyment. How well the trustees have carried out 
these intentions may be seen from the following state- 
ment of the conditions of the museum at the present 
time. 
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Dating from its earlier foundation of 1799, the mu- 
seum has now completed an unbroken existence of one 
hundred years, one-third of which have passed over it 
while under control of the Peabody trustees. During 
this entire period no admission fee has ever been 
charged and its doors are now open, “free to all,” for 
seven days of the week throughout the year. In carrying 
forward their work the trustees have met with a far 
greater success than was even hoped for at the outset. 
Gifts of collections and single objects of great value have 
constantly been received, often from unexpected sources, 
while from time to time it has been possible to purchase 
objects needed to complete series in the collections not 
previously represented. 

Some idea of this increase and of the present impor- 
tance of the museum may be formed from the figures 
here given, which are based upon careful estimates by 
case sections; a section of an exhibition case having a 
frontage of twenty-eight square feet with a depth of two 
feet. The collection of objects from North America 
has been increased from two sections to nine sections, 
that from South America by the addition of one sec- 
tion, Africa has increased from five to nine sections, 
India, a slight increase, Malay, from one to four sec- 
tions, the Pacific islands from fifteen to twenty-four 
sections, China from five to ten sections, while Siam 
filing two and Yezo one section, were not represented 
in the original collection. The portraits of Salem mer- 
chants and members and officers of the East India Ma- — 
rine Society have been increased from three to sixty- 
four, forty-five of which are oil paintings, and the col- 
lection of pictures and full-rigged and hull models of Sa- 
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lem vessels has grown up from a single model, that of 
the “Friendship,” to a collection of fifty-five pictures 
and forty-seven models. 

The Japanese collection, owing to the indefatigable 
efforts of Prof. Morse, the director of the museum, is 
today unexcelled in any museum in the world, while as 
a whole there are but two museums in America which 
possess ethnological collections superior to ours. To 
view these collections more than fifty thousand persons 
visit the museum annually and the collections are made 
of constant use by schools and special students for the 
purposes of study. Formerly occupying the exhibition 
cases on but one side of the old hall, they now entirely 
fill a new hall, especially built for these collections, 
which is practically fire proof, is convenient, light and 
cheerful in appearance, while all of the objects are dis- 
played in modern exhibition cases and are clearly la- 
belled. 

The national government now wisely conducts the 
nautical investigations formerly pursued by the East In- 
dia Marine Society and kindred organizations ; the char- 
‘itable work of the society has never lagged and is today 
as active a feature as ever, while the third object of the 
founders, as stated in 1799, the museum, thanks to the 
great munificence of Mr. Peabody and the generous 
co-operation of many friends, has grown from the foun- 
dation received by the trustees in 1867, until it is now a 
fitting and unique memorial to the daring men who 
conceived it and who carried Salem’s name to the 
farthest regions of the world. 

May we indulge in the hope that the present develop- 
ment of the museum shall not rest here, but that a 
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greater usefulness may be made possible for it, by such 
additions to the funds now available in the hands of the 
trustees, so that the collections may be still farther in 
creased and safe and ample accommodations provided 
for them. 


TRUSTEES OF THE SALEM EAST INDIA 
MARINE SOCIETY 


A statement of the reasons for superceding the Salem 
East India Marine Society by the Trustees of the Sa- 
lem East India Marine Society. 

In the latter part of the year 1799, it was deemed 
advisable by several ship masters and supercargoes, to 
form a new marine society to be confined in its mem- 
bership to those who had navigated the seas near or be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope or Cape Horn. The mo- 
tive that actuated the men favoring the movement, was 
probably to honor and dignify the profession of fol- 
lowing the sea by making an exclusive organization 
which would bring together only those who had known 
some of the discomforts and dangers of deep water voy- 
ages to far distant lands which had never been visited 
by, or had rarely seen a foreign ship. There was a de- 
cided distinction between a coasting captain or one who 
had only crossed the Atlantic ocean and those hardy 
and intrepid men who dared to venture into unknown 
and uncharted waters, depending entirely upon their 
own resources; conducting their own business and 
eventually bringing back to Salem rich cargoes, which 
enriched the owners and covered themselves with honor 
and glory. Imbued with this justifiable spirit of super- 
iority, these worthy and courageous followers of the 
sea got together and formed the first society of its kind 
in the world. 
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Its first meeting was held on October 1, 1799, with 
an enrolled membership of thirty. They were very 
modest in their declaration of the objects of the organ- 
ization. Its prime one was to assist the widows and 
children of deceased members who might be in needy 
circumstances; its second was to collect facts and make 
observations that might tend to improve and make less 
dangerous, the navigation of the distant seas and its 
third to form a museum of such natural and artificial 
curiosities as might be collected in the various coun- 
tries visited. 

On January 1, 1801, it was voted to petition the gen- 
eral court for an act of incorporation. Later such an 
act was passed and approved by Governor Strong on 
March 3rd. From that time onward the society has 
had an honored and prosperous existence. So long as 
there were ships and ship-masters, valuable information 
was regularly received from those who had made long 
and extremely dangerous voyages. <A large collection 
of curiosities had been assembled and the widows 
and children of members were never allowed to suffer 
for the necessities of life. Since its incorporation, four 
hundred and two persons have been enrolled on its 
books as members. But the time came when Salem 
ships were fast disappearing and Salem ship masters 
were growing fewer in number. In the year 1901, just 
one hundred years after its incorporation, there was 
but twenty-one members living. Many of these-were 
advanced in years and the question was forced upon the 
remaining members as to the best method of perpetu- 
ating a society that has been so important, had done so 
much good and whose mission was still incomplete. 
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The decline of the American merchant marine has 
made the ship-master of prosperous days, jealous of his 
rights, privileges and position in the commercial world, 
with a strong desire to keep alive what little remained 
of a most glorious past. Several plans were discussed 
at different meetings, as to the best way to preserve the 
society in its original character. Deaths came fast, and 
with a rapidly depleting membership it was realized that 
some decisive step must be taken and sentiment disre- 
garded. 

In the fall of 1909, there were but twelve members 
living and at the October meeting, with but three mem- 
bers present, just a quorum, it was decided that a trus- 
teeship would be the best method of keeping alive all 
the purposes and traditions of the society, and it was 
voted to have a bill prepared to be presented to the leg- 
islature, which would embody the desires and wishes 
of the remaining members and keep in their control as 
long as possible, the affairs of the Society. 

A special meeting was held on November 10, 1909, 
at which six of -the twelve members were present. A 
copy of a bill which had been prepared was read and 
after a short discussion, approved and voted to be pre- 
sented to the next legislature. In January, 1910, a 
hearing was given before the Committee on Mercantile 
Affairs at which the president, Albert P. Goodhue, the 
treasurer, J. Clifford Entwisle and a member of the 
committee of observation, Edward B. Trumbull, were 
_present. The act or bill was supported and no oppo- 
sition developed. After passing through its several 
stages it was duly enacted and received the approval of 
Governor Eben 8S. Draper on February 4, 1910. 
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The act is as follows: 


| Car. 52. | 


An AcT TO INCORPORATE THE TRUSTEES OF THE SALEM 
EAST INDIA MARINE SOCIETY. 


Be it enacted ete., as follows: 


Section 1. Charles H. Allen, Leonard A. Bachel- 
der, Charles Beadle, William Beadle, J. Clifford Ent- 
wisle, Albert P. Goodhue, James F. Johnson, George 
F. Putnam, John Robinson, Nathaniel D. Silsbee, Ed- 
ward B. Trumbull and Walter H. Trumbull, their as- 
sociates and successors, are hereby constituted a body 
corporate by the name of the Trustees of the Salem 
East India Marine Society, for the purpose of carrying 
out the benevolent purposes of the Salem East India 
Marine Society and for the promotion of science and 
useful knowledge, and shall be and remain a body cor- 
porate by that name forever, with all the rights and 
powers and subject to all the duties and liabilities set 
forth in all general laws now or hereafter in force appli- 
cable to such corporations. 

Section 2. The said trustees may make all by-laws, 
not inconsistent with this act or with the laws of the 
commonwealth, that may be necessary or expedient for 
the purposes of the corporation. 

Srotion 8. Said corporation may take and hold in 
fee simple, or any less estate, by gift, grant, bequest, de- 
vise, in trust or otherwise, any lands, tenements or oth- 
er estate, real, personal or mixed, to any amount. 

Szotion 4. The property, real and personal, of 
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which said corporation shall be seized and possessed 
shall be administered, appropriated and expended for 
such purposes as are provided for by the by-laws of the 
Salem East India Marine Society at the time when 
this act takes effect. At such time as said property, 
real and personal, or any part thereof, in the judgment 
of the said trustees is not necessary for said purposes, 
then said property, real and personal, or such part 
thereof as is not necessary for the purposes aforesaid, 
may be used for such purposes as the said trustees may 
determine. 


Section 5, All property whether real or personal 
and whether held absolutely or in trust, and all the 
franchises, powers and privileges now belonging to the 
Salem East India Marine Society, a corporation incor- 
porated by chapter sixty of the acts of the year eight- 
een hundred, shall be vested in and exercised by the 
Trustees of the Salem East India Marine Society; and 
all records and other books and papers of the former 
corporation shall be the property of the latter corpora- 
tion, and the latter corporation shall assume and be sub- 
ject to all the debts, liabilities and laws and regulations 
of the former corporation. 

Szotion 6. Chapter sixty of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred, entitled ‘““An Act to incorporate Ben- 
jamin Hodges and others into a society by the name of 
the Salem East India Marine Society” is hereby re- 
pealed. 

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas- 
sage. [Approved February 4, 1910. | 

On Wednesday, April 6, 1910, the last meeting of 
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the East India Marine Society was held and arrange- 
ments were made to call a special meeting in May to 
accept the act of incorporation. On May 9, 1910, the 
following notice was sent to each member: 


Salem, Mass., May 9, 1910. 

Dear Sir: 3 

You are hereby notified that the first meeting of the 
incorporators of the Trustees of the Salem East India 
Marine Society for the purpose of accepting the act of 
incorporation, organizing said corporation by the 
adoption of by-laws and election of officers and the 
transaction of such other business as may properly 
come before the meeting, will be held on Wednesday, 
the twenty-fifth day of May, 1910, at three o’clock in 
the afternoon at the rooms of the Salem East India Ma- 
rine Society, No. 161 Essex Street, Salem, Massachu- 


setts. A copy of the Act and proposed by-laws is en- 
closed. 


William Beadle, Nathaniel D. Silsbee, 
Charles H. Allen, John Robinson, 
George F. Putnam, Albert P. Goodhue, 
Walter H. Trumbull, James F. Johnson, 

J. Clifford Entwisle, Edward B. Trumbull, 


‘Leonard A. Bachelder, 
Ineorporators. 


On Wednesday, May 25, 1910, the first meeting of 
the incorporators was held in the trustees’ room of the 
Peabody Academy of Science in East India Marine 
Hall building and the following is a record of its do- 
ings: 
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Albert P. Goodhue was elected chairman and J. Clif- 
ford Entwisle was elected temporary clerk. 


The following incorporators were present: Albert P. 
Goodhue, J. Clifford Entwisle, Edward B. Trumbull, 
James F. Johnson and John Robinson. 

The following by-laws were read and unanimously 
adopted: ae 


TRUSTEES OF THE SALEM EAST INDIA 
MARINE SOCIETY 


Incorporated 1910. 
BY-LAWS 





Article I. 
MEMBERS. 


The persons mentioned in the act of incorporation 
and such persons as may be duly elected as hereinafter 
provided shall constitute the corporation. 

Any person who was eligible to membership in the 
Salem East India Marine Society shall be eligible to 
membership in this corporation. No other person shall 
be eligible to membership until the number of members 
shall be reduced to seven. Thereafter any trustee of 
the Peabody Academy of Science shall be eligible to 
membership in this corporation. 

Members shall be elected by ballot at any meeting 
of the corporation. The votes of three-quarters of the 
members present shall be necessary for admission. No 
vote for the admission of a candidate shall be taken at 
the same meeting at which he is proposed for member- 
ship, unless the President and a majority of the Com- 
mittee of Observation shall direct it. 
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MEETINGS. 


The corporation shall meet four times each year on 
the second Wednesday in January, April, July and Oc 
tober. 

Special meetings may be called by the president 
whenever in his opinion the business of the corporation 
requires it, or upon written application of not less than 
five members. No business shall be transacted at a 
special meeting unless the purport of it shall have been 
incorporated in the notice of the meeting. 

Notices of all meetings of the corporation shall be 
mailed by the Secretary to all members at least three 
days previous to the time fixed for the meeting. 

The presence of at least three members shall be re- 
quired to constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. 

The order of business at the meetings shall be as fol- 
lows: 

(a) Reading of minutes of the last meeting. 
(b) Presentation of Reports. 
(c) Election of members, if any. 


(d) Election of officers, if any. 
(e) Other Business. 


Article ITT. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The corporation shall have a president, a secretary, a 
treasurer, and a Committee of Observation, consisting 
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of the president and two other members. Each of said 
two other members shall hold office for two years, and 
shall be chosen by ballot annually at the regular meet- 
ing in January in each year, except in the first year, 
in which-year one member shall be elected to hold office 
until the next regular meeting in January, 1911, and 
one member shall be elected to hold office until the reg- 
ular meeting in January, 1912. In case a vacancy 
shall take place by death or otherwise, the corporation 
at the next stated meeting, or at any special meeting 
called for the purpose, shall fill the same for the residue 
of the year. 

The corporation shall have a Distributing Commit- 
tee, consisting of the Treasurer and two other members. 
Each of said two other members shall hold office for 
two years, and shall be chosen by ballot annually at the 
regular meeting in January in each year, except in the 
first year, in which year one member shall be elected to 
hold office until the next regular meeting in January, 
1911, and one member shall be elected to hold office un- 
til the regular meeting in January, 1912. In case a 
vacancy shall take place by death or otherwise, the 
corporation at the next stated meeting, or at any special 
meeting called for the purpose, shall fill the same for 
the residue of the year. 


Article IV. 
DutrEs OF OFFICERS. 


The President shall preside at all meetings and re- 
ceive and sign all communications and direct the exe- 
eution of all orders of the corporation. 
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In the absence of the President, some member pres- 
ent shall be chosen to preside pro tempore. 

The Secretary shall give notice of all meetings of 
the corporation, and shall keep a record of all meetings 
of the same. He shall notify officers and members of 
their election and members of committees of their ap- 
pointment. In the absence of the Secretary, the pre- 
siding officer may designate some one present to act as 
secretary pro tempore. 

The Treasurer shall receive all income, benefits and 
donations and shall deposit the same in the name of the 
Trustees of the Salem East India Marine Society in 
some Salem Bank, and shall pay all approved bills of 
the corporation. He shall keep accurate books of ac- 
count and shall furnish the corporation when requested 
with information as to the financial condition of the 
corporation. At the annual meeting in January he 
shall submit a statement showing the income and ex- 
penses for the year, and an itemized statement. of the 
investments in detail, which statement shall be audited 
and signed by the President and one member of the 
Committee of Observation. He shall give bonds to the 
satisfaction of the members of the corporation. 

The Treasurer shall keep all stocks, bonds and other 
securities in a safe deposit box in some Salem bank, tak- 
en in the name of the corporation. This box shall not 
be opened except in the presence of the President, or 
any member of the corporation, as well as the Treasur- 
er, except by special vote of the corporation. 


Dil 
z Article V. 


COMMITTEE OF OBSERVATION. 


The Committee of Observation shall have general su- 
pervision of the affairs of the corporation, inspect its 
records and have the care and investment of its funds. 
The Treasurer shail have full power to buy, sell, or 
transfer any bonds, stocks or other investments of the 
corporation, subject to the approval of a majority of 
the Committee of Observation. The President shall, 
and in his absence, the senior member of the Commit- 
tee present, preside at all meetings of the committee. 


Article VI. 
COMMITTEE ON DISTRIBUTION. 


The Committee on Distribution shall have charge of 
the disbursements for benevolent purposes of so much 
of the income from the funds of the corporation as they 
may deem expedient, but in no ease shall the net annual 
income be exceeded for such purpose. Any member 
who was also a member of the Salem East India Marine 
Society or a widow or child of any such member who 
may be in want of assistance, may apply to the Dis- 
tributing Committee, who shall, if they think proper, 
assist such persons from the funds they may have to 
devote to such purpose. But in no event shall more 
than six hundred dollars be paid to any single benefi- 
clary In any one year. 


Article VIT. 


Whenever the annual income of the corporation shall 
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be greater than is required to relieve the members, or 
widows or children of any member who may be in want 
of assistance, such of the annual income, or any part of 
it, may at any stated meeting of the corporation be 
placed at the disposal of the Trustees of the Peabody 
Academy of Science for the general purposes of said 
Trustees of the Peabody Academy of Science. As far 
as practical the said Trustees of the Peabody Academy 
of Science shall, at least once a year, report to this cor- 
poration the object to which they have devoted any 
money so received, and shall designate the funds thus 
received as the Salem East India Marine Society Fund. 


Article VITI, 


No new by-laws shall be added, nor shall any by-law 
be repealed unless it shall have been reported upon at 
a stated meeting by a committee chosen at any previous 
meeting, and there shall be no change whatever in Ar- 
ticle I, VI and VIT of these By-Laws if any one of the 
original incorporators of the corporation objects there- 
to in writing. 

The Secretary shall include in his notice of any 
meeting of the corporation a notice of any proposed 
change in these By-Laws. 

The following officers were then elected: 


President, Albert P. Goodhue; Secretary, J. Clifford 
Entwisle; Treasurer, J. Clifford Entwisle; Committee 
of Observation, Walter H. Trumbull, for one year; Ed- 
ward B. Trumbull, for two years; Distributing Com- 
mittee, Edward B. Trumbull, for one year; James F. 
Johnson, for two years. 
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Thus passes into memory the Salem East India Ma- 
rine Society and in its place there arises the Trustees 
of the Salem East India Marine Society. May the new 
organization always prosper and complete the work of 
the original incorporators. 

Since the new incorporation, two members have died. 
Captain Charles Beadle, who joined the society Octo- 
ber, 1890, and who was for some years its secretary, 
and Captain Charles H. Allen, who joined October, 
1869. This leaves but ten members to carry on the 
work. We are proud of our one hundred and ten years 
of history. During that period the Society has held an 
honored position in the community and in many a home 
in Salem is cherished some token that denoted the mem- 
bership of a loved one, long since passed away. 

The large amount of money distributed among its 
beneficiaries in one hundred and ten years, is a silent 
memorial which testifies more than anything else that 
charity is the paramount virtue cultivated by its mem- 
bers. | 


While regretting the conditions which made it nec- 
essary to change its management and control, we feel 
that our mission is in good hands and that we have 
handed down the trust to those who will administer it 
as our predecessors intended. When all ship-masters 
have passed away, we know that its one remaining ob- 
ject, charity, of which we have been so proud and which 
we have cherished and pledged ourselves to maintain, 
will go on to the very end, administered by men who 
. will never fail to hold in sincere reverence and remem- 
brance, the Salem East India Marine Society. 
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OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY. 


FROM ITS ESTABLISHMENT IN 1799. 


Name. 


Benjamin Hodges 
Benjamin Carpenter 
Ichabod Nichols 
Benjamin Carpenter 
Samuel G. Derby 
Dudley L. Pickman. 
Nathaniel Bowditch 
Stephen White 
George Cleveland . 
Nathaniel L. Rogers 
Wilham Fettyplace 
Richard 8. Rogers, 
Charles M. Endicott 
Allen Putnam 


PRESIDENTS. 


Benjamin H. Silsbee 


William G. Webb 
Wilham H. Jelly 
Albert P. Goodhue 
Walter H. Trumbull 


Time of Service. 
prom 1799 to 1806 


1806 to 1808 
1808 to 1811 
1811 to 1812 
1812 to 1817 
1817 to 1820 
1820 to 1823 


_ 1823 to 1827 


1827 to 1830 
1830 to 1852 
1832 to 1836 
1836 to 1839 
1839 to 1857 
1857 to 1864 
1864 to 1880 
1880 to 1896 
1896 to 1905 
1905 to 1915 
1915 to 


COMMITTEE OF OBSERVATION. 


Ichabod Nichols 
Jonathan Lambert 
Benjamin Carpentex 


From 1799 to 1800 


to 1805 
to 1806 
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Name. 


John Osgood 

John Collins 

John Ropes 

Samuel G. Derby 
Benjamin Crowninshield 
Jonathan Mason 
Nathaniel Silsbee . 
Moses Townsend 
Robert Emery 

James Devereux 
Moses Townsend 
Jonathan Hodges 
Stephen Phillips 

John Dodge 

Stephen White : 
William P. Richardson 
Stephen White 
Richard 8. Rogers - 
Samuel Tucker 

Abijah Northey 
Jeremiah Briggs 
Nathaniel L. Rogers 
Samuel Rea 

James B. Briggs 
Abijah Northey 
Henry Prince, Jr., 
Israel Williams 

James W. Cheever 
Francis Boardman 
Ephraim Emerton 
Holten J. Breed 
Thorndike Proctor 
Wilham H. Neal 
Emery Johnson 
Joseph Hodges 
Timothy Bryant, Jr., 
Allen Putnam 


Time of Service. 
tee 1800 to 1807 


1805 to 1807 
1806 to 1807 
1807 to 1808 
to 1808 
to 1808 
1808 to 1809 
to 1816 
to 1816 
1809 to 1816 
1816 to 1819 
to 1819 
to 1819 
1819 to 1821 
to 1821 
to 1821 
1821 to 1823 
to 1823 
to 18238 
1823 to 1824 
to 1824 
to 1825 
1824 to 1825 
1825 to 1825 
to 1827 
to 1827 
to 1827 
1827 to 1829 
to 1829 
to 1831 
1829 to 1832 
1830 to 1832 
1831 to 1832 
1832 to 1833 
to 1833 
1833 to 1836 
1836 to 1846 


Name. 


Charles M. Endicott 


William D. Waters 
John Bertram 
Allen Putnam 
William B. Parker 
Charles Mansfield 
Charles Millett 
Charles Roundy 
William B. Parker 
Peter Silver ; 
Lewis F. Miller 
William H. Jelly 
Edward D. Ropes 
Richard D. Tucker 
Albert P. Goodhue 
George E. Lord 


J. Clifford Entwisle 
Edward B. Trumbull 
Walter H. Trumbull 


George F. Putnam 
John Robinson 


Time of Service. 
From 1836 to 1839 
“ 1839 to 1852 
‘“ 1846 to 1855 
« 1852 to 1855. 
“ 1855 to 1861 
“ 1855 to 1868 
‘“ 1855 to 1878 
‘“ 1861 to 1886 


«1868 tomls7gme 


“ 1879 to 1884 
‘“ 1879 to 1899 
“ 1884 to 1896 
“ 1886 to 1903 
“ 1886 to 1899 
« 1899 to 1904 
“ 1899 to 1905 
“ 1903 to 1904 
‘ 1905 to 

“ 1905 to 1915 
“« 1905 to 1910 
6 61915 to 


eigk 


TREASURERS. 


Name. 


Jacob Crowninshield 
-Nathaniel Silsbee 
William Fettyplace 
John B. Osgood 
Nathaniel Griffin 
Nathaniel Brown 
Nathan H. Millett 

J. Clifford Entwisle . 


SECRETARIES. 


Jonathan Hodges 
Moses Townsend 
Nathaniel Bowditch 
William Ward, 
Nathaniel Appleton 
George Nichols, 
Dudley L. Pickman 
William Lander, Jr., 
George Cleveland 
William H. Prince 
John W. Treadwell 
Nathaniel L. Rogers 
Peter Lander, Jr., 
Henry Ropes . 
Charles M. Endicott 
Gilbert G. Newhall 
John F. Allen - 
George W. Jenks 
Nathaniel Griffin 
Thomas Saul 
Joseph Hammond 
Nathan A. Bachelder 
Charles Beadle 

J. Clifford Entwisle . 
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Time of Service. 
From 1799 to 1808 


66 


1808 to 1817 
1817 to 1830 
1830 to 1840 
1840 to 1867 
1867 to 1879 
1879 to 1905 
1905 to 


1799 to 1801 
1801 to 1802 
1802 to 1803 
1803 to 1804 
1804 to 1808 
1808 to 1810 
1810 to 1812 
1812 to 1814 
1814 to 1815 
1815 to 1815 
1815 to 1820 
1820 to 1821 
1821 to 1825 
1825 to 1830 
1830 to 1830 
1830 to 1834. 
1834 to 1836 
1836 to 1836 
1836 to 1846 
1846 to 1875 
1875 to 1890 
1890 to 1904 
1904 to 1910 
1910 
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